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Celebrating YOU!
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Conference Schedule of Events

 7:30 AM Vendor Exhibition Booths – First Floor 
  Teacher Entrepreneur Fair – Cafeteria

 8:30 AM Breakfast/Opening Session - Gymnasium

 9:30 AM M-DCPS Leadership Remarks – Auditorium 
  Keynote Address – Horacio Sanchez, CEO, Resiliency Inc.

 10:30 -11:25 AM Session A Workshops

 11:30 AM – 12:25 PM Session B Workshops

 12:30 -1:50 PM Luncheon and Awards Presentation - Gymnasium

  • Linda Lecht, President, The Education Fund 
  • Franco Biasi, Suncoast Credit Union 
  •  Leonardo Mouriño, 2023 Principal of the Year  

and Education Fund Board of Directors

  PRIZE DRAWINGS

 1:55 – 2:50 PM Session C Workshops

 2:55 - 4:00 PM Session D Workshops

 4:00 PM Conference Conclusion

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2023 | MIAMI SPRINGS SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL

SPECIAL THANKS TO THESE CORPORATE DONORS



assurant.com  |  #AssurantCares

Protecting, Connecting, Inspiring

The Assurant Foundation is proud to support public 
education in Miami-Dade County. We believe in teachers 

and that’s why we work with The Education Fund. 
Through our partnership, we know that teachers will 

get the resources and professional development 
opportunities that are so valuable. Thanks for all that 

you do to build brighter futures.



Horacio 
Sanchez
President and CEO 
Resiliency, Inc 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
Horacio Sanchez is a highly sought-after educational 
consultant, helping schools learn to apply neurosci-
ence to improve educational outcomes. He presents on 
diverse topics such as overcoming the impact of poverty, 
improving school climate, engaging in brain-based 
instruction, and addressing issues related to implicit bias. 
He is recognized as one of the nation’s leading authori-
ties on resiliency and applied brain science. Horacio has 
been a teacher, administrator, clinician, mental health 
director, and consultant to school districts across the 
United States. He is the author of the best-selling book, 
The Education Revolution, which applies brain science to 
improve instruction, behaviors, and school climate. His 
most recent book, The Poverty Problem, explains how 
education can promote resilience and counter poverty’s 
impact on brain development and functioning.

SPECIAL WORKSHOP 
Mr. Sanchez will also present a special workshop, 
Neuroscience Strategies for Effective Bilingual 
Instruction in Session A. Learn new ways neuroscience 
research is improving the approach to bilingual educa-
tion, including how to support students to overcome 
the stress of second language learning and the role of 
empathy in language comprehension.
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The Education Fund Thanks  

Miami Springs Senior High School 
For Hosting Our 2023 Idea Expo!



#FPLCares

At Florida Power & Light Company we’re helping break down 
barriers to opportunity by investing in STEM education programs and 
empowering the next generation of leaders, thinkers and innovators.



Do you have an idea you want to  
try in YOUR classroom?

Apply for an Education Fund INNOVATOR GRANT to receive up to 

$1,000 to fund your innovative ideas for the 2024-25 school year!

Grant Applications are due March 30, 2024

Session A 10:30 AM - 11:25 AM
NOVEMBER 4, 2023

All Aboard the Lego 
STEAM Express NEW
Disseminator: Marcelle Farley
Room: 186

Best Practices for Co-Teaching 
in a Mainstreamed Setting
Presenter: Vanessa Radice
Room: 116

Building Resilience Through 
Children’s Literature NEW
Disseminator: Tania Gordon
Room: 110

City of Letters NEW
Disseminator: Silvana Soriano
Room: 124

Code and Create a Career
Presenter: Michael Sakowicz
Room: 108

Cricut Maker Makes the Class!
Presenter: Daniella Parra
Room: 185

Exploring the Microscopic World 
Outdoors with LCD Microscopes NEW
Disseminator: Karen Gant
Room: 117

Future Book Publishers NEW
Disseminator: Ailyn Garciga
Room: 112

The Legacy of the Holocaust NEW
Disseminator:  Dr. Jaqueline 

Torres-Quinones
Room: 113

Life on Mars from a Kid’s Perspective
Presenter: Leilani Echezabal
Room: 109

Marketing 101 NEW
Disseminator: Natalie Garcia 
Room: 147

Mathematize the CLASS Way NEW
Disseminator: Lianne Batlle-Baez
Room: 149

Money Smart: Teaching Financial 
Literacy to Teens NEW 
Presenter: La-Shanda West
Room: 142

Neuroscience Strategies for Effective 
Bilingual Instruction NEW
Presenter: Horacio Sanchez
Room: Auditorium

Research for Gen Z
Presenter: Stephanie Woolley-Larrea
Room: 151

Resiliency Across Borders NEW
Disseminator: Jaqueline Gil-Abarzua
Room: Media Center

Role Play the History Way NEW
Disseminator: Renee O’Connor
Room: Little Theater

School Gardens 101 NEW
Disseminators:  Michael Carter and  

Bela Delgado
Room: 152

Simplifying Teaching with AI NEW
Disseminator: Dr. Jeannette Tejeda
Room: 173
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Want to implement a workshop  
into YOUR classroom?

Apply for an Education Fund ADAPTER GRANT ($150 - $450)

Grant Applications are due December 1, 2023.

Battle of the Sweets! NEW
Disseminators:  Becky Sponholtz and 

Jennifer Morganthal
Room: 152

Building Wealth in the 
Digital Age NEW
Disseminator: Natalia Allen
Room: 108

Canva Creations NEW
Disseminator: Janeth Velazquez
Room: Auditorium

Change Everything w/o 
Changing Anything NEW 
Disseminator: Janette Perez
Room: 147

Crafting for Hope NEW
Disseminator: Daniella Parra
Room: 185

De-Stress for the Test
Presenter: Teresa Rodriguez
Room: 112

The Environment is the 
Third Teacher NEW
Disseminator: Jennifer Pike-Vassell
Room: 124

Essential Oils
Presenter: Alena Sheriff
Room: 186

History with Character! NEW
Disseminator: Andre Toffoli
Room: 110

Kindness is Wonderful (Sprinkle 
That Stuff Everywhere!)
Presenter: Leilani Echezabal
Room: 109

Mathsters of the Caclu-verse NEW
Disseminator: Dr. Walter Busse
Room: Media Center

Podcasting for Civic Engagement
Disseminator: Asiah Wolfolk-Manning
Room: 117

Self-Driving to Success NEW
Presenter: Shawn Waring
Room: 142

Simulations NEW
Disseminator: Daniel Warlop
Room: Media Center

Teaching Trunks on the Holocaust
Presenter: Yara Lugo, FHM
Room: 116

Thinking Hexagonally NEW
Disseminator: Stephanie Woolley-Larrea
Room: 151

VR + Art for Game Design
Presenter: Mark Godinez
Room: 188

Writing About Miami
Presenter: Dr. Precious Symonette 
Room: 113

Session B 11:30 AM - 12:25 PM
NOVEMBER 4, 2023
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Professional development 
topics include: 

• Instructional leadership
• Student engagement
• Universal design for learning
• Student discourse
• Instructional rounds
• Family engagement
 
Average program cost: $350

Our dynamic programs equip K-12 educators with 
the research-tested tools and strategies they need 
to address education challenges, enhance their 
teaching skills—and empower students to excel.

Teach better.  Teach bolder.

Advance  
Your Teaching 
Career
Curriculum and Instruction, M.Ed. 

• Elementary Education 
Comprehensive

• Middle Level Education 
Comprehensive

• Secondary Education 
Comprehensive

Educational Leadership, M.Ed. 

Contact Us Today to Get Started
Gloria Kotrady  |  gkotrady@uwf.edu  |  954.562.3100

Miami Dade County Public School Employees

Scan the QR Code to Learn More



DID YOU KNOW?

All the curriculum materials (Idea Packets) featured at the  

2023 Idea Expo are available for download from  

The Education Fund Website. Scan QR Code!

Arduino! Bits, Bytes and 
Beyond! NEW
Disseminator: Michael Sakowicz
Room: 108

Be My Neighbor 
Presenter: Navia Gomez
Room: Media Center

Brain & Body Basics: Promoting 
Resiliency NEW
Disseminator: Vanessa Radice
Room: 147

The Conscious Classroom NEW
Disseminator: Teresa Rodriquez
Room: 112

Credit Card or Cash: 
What’s the Actual Cost?
Presenter: Natalia Allen
Room: 173

Current Events for the Current Times
Presenter: Stephanie Woolley-Larrea
Room: 151

Demystifying Content Creation 
in Schoology NEW
Disseminator: Zeny Ulloa
Room: Little Theater

ECO Sprouts: Recycled 
Plantable Seeded Paper NEW 
Disseminator: Susan Feliciano
Room: 124

Electric Cars and Environmental 
Preservation NEW
Disseminator: Dr. Renata Novak
Room: 113

Flipping the Classroom 
with Edpuzzle 
Presenter: Gareth Pearson 
Room: 152

Geocaching – A Real Life 
Treasure Hunt! NEW
Disseminator: Sheryl Henderson
Room: 142

The Great Plankton Races NEW
Disseminator: Oscar Flores
Room: 110

National Board-Certified Teachers
Presenter: Judith Grey
Room: 149

Poppin’ Boba Balls NEW
Disseminator: Monica Duran
Room: 185

Presentation-Based Learning NEW
Presenter: Asiah Wolkfolk-Manning
Room: 117

Pressed Flowers & 
Aromatherapy NEW
Disseminator: Alena Sherriff
Room: 186

Resources for Holocaust 
Education Week NEW 
Presenter: Yara Lugo, FHM
Room: 116

Terrific Teaching through 
Technology
Presenter: Nancy Sale
Room: 109

Session C 1:55 PM - 2:50 PM
NOVEMBER 4, 2023
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PRIVATE. CHRISTIAN. AFFORDABLE.
FIND YOUR PURPOSE AT GCU

FREEDOM TO EARN 
YOUR DEGREE IN 
EDUCATION ONLINE! 1
Over 40 education degree programs  
inside a supportive, values-based online 
learning environment2

1 Online courses exclude programs with residencies and field experience.
2 2021-22 Q2
Grand Canyon University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission (hlcommission.org), an institutional 
accreditation agency recognized by the U.S. Department of Education. Please note, not all GCU programs are available 
in all states and in all learning modalities. Program availability is contingent on student enrollment. Important 
policy information is available in the University Policy Handbook at gcu.edu/academics/academic-policies.php. The 
information printed in this material is accurate as of JANUARY 2023. For the most up-to-date information about 
admission requirements, tuition, scholarships and more, visit gcu.edu. Approved by the Assistant Dean for the College 
of Education on Dec. 27, 2022. ©2023 Grand Canyon University 23COEE0008

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

Sam Glyn 
602- 639-6331 
Sam.Glyn@gcu.edu
www.gcu.edu/ec/sam.glyn

STU Online

Our 100% online certificate, graduate, and post-graduate 
programs are affordable and fit your schedule. Prepare to rise 
professionally and engage students more effectively. 

Scan here, call, or text:
Del Godinez,  
Senior Executive Director
305-962-3051 

Online education and leadership programs 

Achieve more. 



Would you like to present and share 
ideas at the 2024 Idea Expo?

Apply to become an Education Fund DISSEMINATOR!
Visit us online at educationfund.org

Applications are due March 30, 2024.

Ancient Attractions 
Presenter: Katia Calejo Mora 
Room: 108

Augmented Reality with Merge Cube
Presenter: Zeny Ulloa
Room: Little Theater

Bank on It
Presenter: La-Shanda West
Room: 142

Butterfly Bonanza
Presenter: Nancy Sale
Room: 109

Concept Circles Revitalized NEW
Disseminator: Judith Philias
Room: 185 

Coral City Camera NEW 
Disseminator: Kathleen Ortiz
Room: 117

iCodeMe/Power of the Portrait
Presenter: Lisa Hauser
Room: 149

Leveraging AI for Good NEW
Disseminator: Mark Godinez
Room: 188

Lissy’s Friend NEW
Disseminator: Mayako Nakamura
Room: 110

Podcasting for Young Learners
Presenter: Navia Gomez
Room: Media Center

SAT Mathematics Demystified NEW
Disseminator: Kelsey Major
Room: 147

Seeing the C’s of Resiliency NEW
Disseminator: Dr. Precious Symonette
Room: 113

SmartPath: Guide to College Clubs
Presenter: Vanessa Gonzalez
Room: 112

S.T.E.A.M.ed Fish 3-D Art Project NEW 
Disseminator: Peter Demercado
Room: 124

Using Fiber Arts to Reach 
the Heart NEW 
Disseminator: Linda Telfer 
Room: 185

Wind Tunnel Engineering 
Applications
Presenter: Rebeca Hernandez
Room: 151
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Session D 2:55 PM - 4:00 PM
NOVEMBER 4, 2023

Master Plan Points

To receive MPP’s, you must register for this event on M-DCPS Frontline by 

November 4, 2023. The Expo is listed as the 2023 Idea EXPO - The Teacher 

Conference (A Program of The Education Fund).
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FIND YOUR FUTURE
KEISER UNIVERSITY IS THE PERFECT NEXT STEP 

KeiserUniversity.edu

• A “STUDENTS FIRST” COMMITMENT

• CAMPUSES THROUGHOUT FLORIDA AND FLEXIBLE ONLINE LEARNING OPTIONS

• SMALL CLASSES, HIGHLY PERSONALIZED ATTENTION, AND SKILL-BUILDING INSTRUCTION

• CAREER-FOCUSED DEGREE PROGRAMS FROM ASSOCIATE TO DOCTORAL LEVEL

• FINANCIAL AID AND SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR THOSE WHO QUALIFY

RANKED #1 UNIVERSITY IN SOCIAL MOBILITY BY U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT BEST COLLEGES 2022-2023

UNIVERSITY
305.596.2226



Platinum Star

Gold Star

Silver Star

Bronze Star

Robert Russell 
Memorial Foundation

Lynn and Louis Wolfson II  
Family Foundation

Jack Chester 
Foundation

Rod and Lucy 
Petrey

Contributors with 
IMPACT




